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The Community Support Newsletter is published on a monthly basis.  If you wish to receive a copy or place an 

article in the Newsletter please contact Nuala Quinn on 028 66325050 or email nuala.quinn@fermanagh.gov.uk 
 

FERMANAGH DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS & EVENTS 
 
 

European Heritage Open Days 2014 - Saturday 13 & Sunday 14 September 2014. 

Cuilcagh Mountain Park - Sunday 14 September, 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm, Rocky Ramble on Cuilcagh Mountain.  Why not 

come along and explore the fascinating and unique landscape of Cuilcagh Mountain.  Discover more about how the  

landscape has been shaped, the rocks beneath your feet and the many unique plants and animals that live here.  Stout footwear 

and warm waterproof clothing are essential.  This event is not suitable for children under 4 years of age.  Admission is free 

but booking is essential; places are limited to 21 persons. Please contact Marble Arch Caves Visitor’s Centre on             

+00 (0) 28 6634 8855 or contact martina.oneill@fermanagh.gov.uk for further information or to book.  

 

Townhall, Enniskillen - Saturday 13 September 2014, 9.00 am to 2.00 pm.  Guided tours available, free of charge.  

Sunday 14 September – Not Open.  This imposing building erected between 1898 and 1901, was designed by William Scott 

and built of Carrickreagh stone.  Guided tours of the building will be delivered.  For more information please contact         

028 66325050 or email imelda.mccarron@fermanagh.gov.uk. 

 

Enniskillen Castle Museums - Saturday 13 September and Sunday 14 September 2014. Open from 2.00 pm to         

5.00 pm.  Admission free on these dates.  Visitors are welcome to visit Enniskillen Castle Museums free of charge over this 

weekend.  Enniskillen Castle, situated beside the River Erne in County Fermanagh, was built almost 600 years ago by Gaelic 

Maguires. Guarding one of the few passes into Ulster, it was strategically important throughout its history.   In the 17th 

century it became an English garrison fort and later served as part of a military barracks.  This historic site houses 2 

museums, Fermanagh County Museum and The Inniskillings.  For more information please contact 028 66325000. 

 

 

Fermanagh Policing & Community Safety Partnership Small Project Support 

Scheme - Fermanagh Policing and Community Safety Partnership invite applications for consideration from interested 

groups, organisations and partnerships for Grant Aid up to a maximum of £750 under the Halloween Small Grants 

Diversionary Programme.  (For a Diversionary Programme aimed to target ASB taking place during October / November 

2014).  Programmes must target young people in the age range of 12 – 18 years who are most at risk of becoming involved in 

anti-social behaviour and/or criminal activity.  It is desirable that the programme will include at least one initiative that gives  

something back to the wider community e.g. neighbourhood clean up, community events, litter pick, intergenerational work, 

garden project etc.  Application forms and guidance information are available from the PCSP Development Officer on     

028 66325050 or email pcsp@fermanagh.gov.uk. 

 

To assist applicants, PCSP staff will be available to offer advice to potential applicants who wish to make an appointment 

with the PCSP Development Officer and discuss their applications on a one-to-one basis.  All applications are subject to 

confirmation of funding.  Completed applications must be submitted to the Policing and Community Safety Partnership 

Manager, Fermanagh District Council, Townhall, 2 Townhall Street, Enniskillen BT74 7BA in a plain, sealed envelope 

marked ‘PCSP Small Grant Support Scheme’ to be received before 5.00 pm on Friday 19 September 2014.  

Applications received after this date will not be considered for grant aid. 

 

 

 

Líofa Dianchúrsa - Intensive Irish Language Day Course, Saturday 13 September 2014 in the Aisling Centre, 

Enniskillen. Starting at 9.45 am until 4.00 pm approx.  There will be beginner, intermediate and advanced classes available 

with an opportunity to achieve a Fáinne award – cúpla focal, silver or gold. Limited spaces available so please contact Fiona 

Crudden on 028 66325050 or email fiona.crudden@fermanagh.gov.uk. 

    
Irish Language Classes will begin again this September.  Registration night in the Intec Centre on Thursday 18 September 

2014 from 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm.  For more information please contact Fiona Crudden on 028 66325050 or email 

fiona.crudden@fermanagh.gov.uk. 
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Drumclay Crannóg The Life And Times Of A Fermanagh Lake-Dwelling – Free Public 

Information Day, Saturday 27 September 2014, Enniskillen Hotel, 9.00 am – 5.30 pm.  This one-day conference will 

showcase what we know about Drumclay Crannóg, setting this extraordinary settlement in relation to life in early medieval 

Ulster, Ireland and beyond.  Living history demonstrations will bring to life the crafts and skills represented by the crannóg’s 

spectacular collection of artefacts.  All are welcome to attend and there will be opportunities for questions and discussions on 

the conference findings.  Booking is essential as places are limited.  Please contact Enniskillen Castle Museums on          

028 66325000 or visit www.enniskillencastle.ticketsolve.com.  Registration will take place from 9.00 am – 10.00 am.  

Lunch (not supplied) from 1.00 pm – 2.30 pm. 

 

 

 

Fermanagh Older People’s Health And Safety Event - Fermanagh Policing and Community Safety 

Partnership in conjunction with the South West Age Partnership will host an Older People’s Health and Safety Event  
on Tuesday 4 November 2014 in the Lisgoole Suite, Killyhelvin Hotel, Enniskillen.  The event will be open from       

10.30 am until 1.30 pm with free admission, entertainment and refreshments.  The event will be organised around a series of  

short presentations on aspects of health and safety.  The Lisgoole Suite and the adjacent reception area will include 

information stands from a number of exhibitors who can provide facilities or services which will inform or enhance the 

quality of life of those attending. Lunch will be provided.  

 

As space is limited it is essential you book your places for your club and its members.  Please contact Allison Forbes on   

028 82251824 to book your place before Friday 24 October 2014. 

 

 

 

   Community Engagement Initiative At Fermanagh County Museum - As part of the Northern  

   Ireland Museums Council’s Community Engagement Initiative, Louise Rice was appointed as a trainee at Fermanagh County  

 Museum in April of this year. Her role is to develop and deliver a programme that encourages community groups within   

 Fermanagh to engage with the museum’s local history collections.   

 

 Johnny McKeagney’s folklore archive is central to the project and Louise is keen to emphasise its significance for local  

 communities:  “Johnny McKeagney was a man from Tempo who, over the course of 40 years, documented the local customs  

 and traditions of Fermanagh through detailed drawings and handwritten notes.  This unique and internationally acclaimed  

 archive is a fantastic resource for engaging communities in the life and traditions of the recent past in Fermanagh”. 

 

Louise is hoping to develop a range of outreach events and creative projects over the next 12 months. If your community      

group has an interest in learning more about this wonderful archive of illustrated folklore, Louise would love to talk to you. 

    Please contact her on 028 66325000 or email louise.rice@fermanagh.gov.uk. 

  

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

Coming Home To Myself Through The Season Of Autumn - A morning of meditation and 

movement, celebrating the harvest of this year and preparing ourselves to move into the season of letting go and reflection.  

We will look at the organs of our bodies that are particularly stressed in this season and the emotions that arise when we, like 

the trees learn to let go.  Facilitated by Marie Evans.  Tuesday 9 September 2014, 10.30 am – 1.00 pm.  Cost: £10.00.  For 

further information or to request a registration form contact the Aisling Centre on 028 66325811 or email 

info@theaislingcentre.com.  Limited number of places available, places will be allocated on a first come first serve basis. 

 

 

Get Outdoors Weekend.com - Get Outdoors weekend is a free weekend of outdoor recreation activities that 

kicks off on Saturday 20 September - Sunday 21 September 2014 across the whole of Northern Ireland.  Sessions include 

walking, climbing, canoeing and much more!  Local events in Fermanagh include: 

 Angling on Lough Erne, Enniskillen, Saturday 20 September 2014, 10.30 am & 11.30 am.  Pre booking required. 

 Canoeing for families on Lough Erne, Share Discovery Village, Saturday and Sunday, 2.00 pm.  Pre booking 

required. 

 Get Outdoors in Fermanagh Family Fun Day, Canoeing, Climbing, Cycling & Walking, Castle Archdale County 

Park, Saturday 20 September, 11.00 am – 3.00 pm.  Pre booking required & turn up on the day events. 

 Mountain Bike Mayhem, Share Discovery Village, Saturday & Sunday, 10.00 am.  Pre booking required. 

 

All events are open for bookings via www.getoutdoorsweekend.com. 
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Sustainable Community Champion 2014 - At Calor, it is our aim to become the leading provider of 

cleaner and highly efficient energy solutions across the island.  We are looking to encourage communities or individuals to 

put in place sustainable initiatives to make the areas in which they live greener communities, or to recognise the work already 

being done by providing a platform to highlight the selfless work taking place across the length and breadth of the island.   
So, in 2014 we are launching the inaugural ‘Calor Sustainable Community Champion’, where we are calling to action 

individuals or groups in our communities to lead the charge and put in place environmentally sustainable projects or 

initiatives over a 6 week period, and tell us the results on how your communities are greener! 
  

The winner of the inaugural Calor Sustainable Community Champion 2014 will receive £1,200 and a bursary of £6,000 to 

give to their nominated charity or local organisation, as well as £400 for the 2 runners-up.  Calor will even throw in £400 for 

the person or organisation that nominated the overall winner.  Nominations to crown this year’s champion will close 

on Friday 5 September 2014.  To enter and nominate your sustainable community heroes could not be easier: 

  

 Stage 1 – Nominations - Nominations are currently open, simply ‘Like’ the Calor Facebook page, go to the 

Community Champions app and tell us in 250 words why your nominated project or initiative should win. The 

deadline for receiving nominations is midnight on 5 September 2014.  

 

 Stage 2 – Voting- Nominations received will be reviewed and 32 ‘Community Champions’ will be chosen from 

across the island.  On 15 September, the top 32 sustainable projects from individuals or groups will be put to the 

public vote through our Facebook app. The nominees will be displayed in the ‘Gallery of Nominees’, where you can 

view their details and pitch to win! Public voting will close at midnight on 9 October 2014.   

 

 Stage 3 – Judging - The Calor Sustainable Community Champion 2014 will be chosen by our Judging Panel which 

will include UTV sports journalist, Denise Watson.  The top 4 as voted for the public will go through to the final 

phase, plus 2 ‘wildcards’ as chosen by the judges.  

 

 Stage 4 – Winner announced - It all comes to an end on 17 October, with the announcement of the Calor 

Sustainable Community Champion 2014! 

  

For more information, please visit and ‘like’ at www.facebook.com/calorireland. 

 

 

 

Churches’ Community Work Alliance ‘Faith In Community Development’ - An 

Introduction to Community Development for Faith Based Organisations.  Programme outline (overall programme and 

individual sessions can be tailored according to Church/Group needs): 

 Session 1 – Getting Involved in Your Community. 

 Session 2 – Planning Ahead Based on Real Needs. 

 Session 3 – Sound Governance & Introducing New Charity Commission Legislation.  

 Session 4– Funders and Fundraising. 

 Session 5 – Looking after Premises and Managing Activities.  

 Session 6 – Keeping the Finances Right. 

 

For further information please contact Anne Donnelly or Neville Armstrong on 028 86766670 or email 

anne.donnelly@ccwa-ni.org.uk or neville.armstrong@ccwa-ni.org.uk 

 

 

 

Social Enterprise Hub Programme - The Social Enterprise Hub Programme aims to encourage and facilitate 

development and growth of the social economy within the Western Social Investment Fund Zone.  Any individual, 

community or voluntary sector group that has a social ethos may be eligible for support and assistance through this 

programme.  There are various elements of support to the programme including: 

Social Enterprise Taster Sessions.                                                  Idea Generation Sessions. 

Networking and creation of buddy linkage systems.                      Business Drop-in clinics. 

Mentoring and action planning.                                                      Hot Desk facilities. 

Meeting rooms.                                                                               Virtual office – use of internet, printer, copier, phones. 

Free space within retail premises in Strabane or Enniskillen to test-trade the product/service for a period of 6 months. 

  

The Social Enterprise Hubs Programme is one of the OFMDFM Delivering Social Change Signature programmes and is part-

funded by the Department for Social Development (DSD) along with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment 

(DETI).  If you are interested in the programme or would like to learn more about it please contact Mary MacRory or Jill 

Stronge on 028 82249494 or email mary.macrory@omaghenterprise.co.uk or jill.stronge@omaghenterprise.co.uk.  
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Volunteering Opportunities - Positive Futures Community Support Volunteer - Are you friendly and 

outgoing?  Have you good communication skills?  An interest in helping others?  Enjoy being part of a team?  You will have 

the opportunity to make a difference in someone's life by supporting them to enjoy the same opportunities available to all 

citizens.  We have a number of people who we support who require you to enable them to participate in an activity of their 

choice. You will accompany them to a social group/activity in a community venue, club or leisure centre and help them enjoy 

themselves. Training and support given. Travel expenses paid.  

  

Mencap Buddy Transport – Would you like to increase someone’s independence getting out and about using public and 

community transport?  If so, we have a great opportunity for you!  We are looking for someone who can support people with 

a learning disability to feel confident about travelling independently.  Having someone to support them can give people with 

a learning disability the confidence they need to use public and community transport.  As a result of being able to access 

public and community transport independently, individuals will improve their quality of life, increase opportunities to meet 

new people, learn new skills and access activities in their local community. 

 

For further information on either of the above please contact Maeve at maeve.donaghy@volunteernow.co.uk  or phone 

her on 078 50851824. 

 
 

 

The National Autistic Society Fermanagh/West Enniskillen Branch – You are warmly 

invited to group meetings for parents/carers of children and adults on the Autistic and Asperagers spectrum, also ASD and 

High Functioning Autism.  Meetings take place in our new premises, 11 Darling Street, Enniskillen on the 3rd Wednesday of 

every month from 8.00 pm – 10.00 pm approximately.  These meetings offer advice and family support, events and 

activities for children and adults.  Everyone welcome.  Further information available from Orla Humphreys, Branch 

Manager on 078 24596345, email orlahumphreys@yahoo.co.uk or on the facebook page Fermanagh National Autistic 

Society, Autism Support Fermanagh Nas or email westenniskillen@nas.org.uk. 

 

 

 

Activities/Services Available At Fermanagh House  

 

Child Protection Training - Volunteer Now are holding Child Protection training in Fermanagh House on Thursday 11 

September 2014.  To book a place on this course visit the website www.volunteernow.co.uk/training-events/view/292. 

 

RNIB Counselling Service - Have you lost or are losing your sight?  RNIB are offering a free counselling service and peer 

support programme for older people affected by sight loss in Fermanagh House.  To book an appointment email 

lookingforward@rnib.org.uk. 

 

Advice on Planning Concerns - Do you need advice on planning issues?  Community Places are holding a drop-in session 

on Wednesday 10 September between 12.00 pm and 4.00 pm.  Community Places advises community groups and 

individuals on planning issues, supports Community Planning, facilitates community consultation and research and 

advises community building projects. 

  

St John's Ambulance First Aid Training - Tuesday 9 September 2014.  To book a place please contact St John's on        

028 90799393 ext 223. 

  

Source Training - Are you aged 16 - 24 and in need of work or training?  Do you face barriers to finding work?  Do you live 

in the Fermanagh area?  If so you could be eligible for free training.  To book an appointment with Source in Fermanagh 

House email ciara.balfour@nteworkpersonnell.org.uk. 

  

Childcare Training Opportunities - If you are a registered child minder or working in a playgroup setting, Western Area 

Childcare Partnership are running the following courses in Fermanagh House:  Health & Safety, Child Protection and 

Paediatric First Aid.  To book a place or for further information please call 028 71860086 extension 218803. 

  

The following support groups start back again in September 2014: 

Stroke Association.                               Downs Syndrome. 

Autism.                                                  WIMPS. 

Soroptomist.                                           Fermanagh Film Club - Film showing on 17 September - 'Grand Budapest Hotel'. 

Toastmasters (Erne Speakers).              Relate - counselling, support and information for all relationships. 

Weightwatchers.                                    Bridge Club. 

University of 3rd Age (U3A).               Breastfeeding support group. 

 

For further information on any of the above please contact Fermanagh House on 028 66320210. 
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CONFERENCES & EVENTS 
 

 

‘Church And Community – Challenge And Change’ – A major rural conference focusing on how 

church and faith based groups interact with their local communities.  The conference will be held at the Jethro Centre, 

Lurgan on Wednesday 24 September 2014 from 9.30 am – 3.30 pm.  This free event will feature inspirational speakers, 

practitioners and information relevant to churches and faith based organisations who want to understand more about making 

positive links with their local communities.  There will be opportunity to meet other colleagues and there will be a bespoke 

session provided on ‘Funding for Churches and Faith Based Groups.  Lunch will be provided and numbers will be strictly 

limited.  To book a place or ask more questions about this event please contact Anne Donnelly or Neville Armstrong on 

028 8776670 or email anne.donnelly@ccwa-ni.org.uk or neville.armstrong@ccwa-ni.org.uk. 

 

 

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

  

Training Opportunities For Young People After GCSE’s - Are you between 16 - 18 years old 

and interested in gaining work experience, skills and qualifications?  Rutledge are welcoming applications from 16 - 18 year 

olds living across the county who are interested in gaining qualifications (Levels 1-3) and work experience all whilst being 

paid to attend.  The majority of students who complete with Rutledge go into further education or secure permanent jobs.  

This is due to the support, training and skills they gain whilst in training with Rutledge.  Courses include: 
 English, Maths & ICT up to GSCE level. 

 Personal Development & Employability Skills. 

 Vocational skills and qualifications including Hairdressing, Retail, IT, Health & Social Care & Childcare. 

  

You will also receive:  

 A tailored training programme suiting your needs. 

 £40.00 per week plus travel expenses. 

 £20.00 cash for choosing Rutledge. 

 A further £20.00 for every friend you refer to the programme (Terms and Conditions apply). 

 A Free Driving Theory Test. 

 A Free Hairdressing Kit if that is your area of study. 

 We offer additional bonus and incentive payments totalling potentially £400 per year. 

  

You can take part in our enrichment and recreation programmes including day trips, a residential, water sports and various 

short courses which may include sign language, music or health and wellbeing. Call into our branch from 11.00 am – 6.00 pm 

and speak to our staff about full time and part time courses including Training for Success courses which start every month 

from September 2014. Contact Details:  20 Darling Street Enniskillen, Phone 028 66329858 or email 

enniskillen@rutledgegroup.co.uk. 

 

 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

Bright Start Grant Scheme – Are you interested in setting up or expanding an Out of School Hours Childcare 

Service?  Applications are now being invited under the Bright Start Grant Scheme – the Northern Ireland Executive’s 

Programme for Affordable and Integrated Childcare which was lunched in September 2013.  The first key actions identified 

in this strategic framework include: 

 Bright Start Community Childcare Programme – 3,000 affordable and integrated childcare places supported and 

created through social enterprise. 

 Bright Start Wraparound Programme – 2,000 affordable and integrated childcare places within the schools estate. 

 Bright Start Rural Programme – Roll out of a social enterprise model in rural areas creating, potentially, an 

additional 1,000 school aged childcare places. 

 Bright Start Childcare Information – A programme of better dissemination of information. 

 Bright Start Workforce Development Programme – Enhancing the skills base of the childcare workforce. 

 

In addition, Bright Start will help childcare providers address the needs of children with a disability.  To download an 

application pack or expression of interest visit www.hscboard.hscni.net/brightstart.  The closing date for receipt of 

applications is Tuesday 20 September 2014.  As the lead organisation for Play and School Age Childcare, PlayBoard have 

an extensive track record in supporting, developing and advocating for School Age Childcare services across Northern 

Ireland.  Visit the website for details of Bright Start Cluster Events being held during September www.playboard.org. 
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