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The Community Support Newsletter is published on a monthly basis.  If you wish to receive a copy or 

place an article in the Newsletter please contact Nuala Quinn on 028 66325050 or email 

nuala.quinn@fermanagh.gov.uk 
 

FERMANAGH DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS & EVENTS 
 

 

The North of Ireland Family History Society - A lecture by Patrick Hugh Lynch: Veterans in a Virgin 

State; Irish Ex-Service Men and Women of the Great War, Enniskillen Library, Saturday 15 November 2014 at 3.00 pm. 

This event is supported by Fermanagh District Council’s Community Relations Department. 

 

 

Have You An Opinion On Advice Services In Northern Ireland - There is a public consultation 

being held in the Clinton Centre, Belmore Street, Enniskillen on Monday 10 November at 2.00 pm.  This public 

consultation action is part of the Department for Social Developments’ work on developing a new strategy for how Advice 

Services in Northern Ireland are to be provided into the future.  The consultation document can be accessed 

at www.dsdni.gov.uk. 

 

 

Enniskillen Christmas Lights Switch On - Fermanagh District Council invites you to attend the switching 

on of Enniskillen Christmas lights on Saturday 22 November 2014.  There will be live entertainment on the Diamond from 

3.00 pm.  Santa’s parade leaves Quay Lane Car Park at 5.00 pm and the lights will be switched on at 5.30 pm on the 

Diamond.  Come along and enjoy the fun.   

 

 

Christmas Craft & Food Fair 2014 - Fermanagh District Council’s Christmas Craft & Food Fair returns to 

Enniskillen on Friday 5 December from 1.00 pm - 6.30 pm in the Townhall and on the Diamond.  This event provides 

the perfect opportunity for shoppers to browse a wonderful range of high quality food and craft products.  So come along and 

see the unique and tasty treats on offer and get in the Christmas spirit! 

 

 

Engaging with Black, Minority Ethnic and Travelling Communities in Fermanagh 

and Omagh District Councils – Consultation Meetings - Fermanagh District Council and Omagh 

District Council has recently commissioned Blu Zebra to undertake research into Council and other service providers 

interaction with the Black, Minority Ethnic and Travelling Communities living in the Fermanagh and Omagh Districts.  The 

research will explore the scope and needs of the BME communities and will inform the Good Relations Strategy & Action 

Plan for the Fermanagh & Omagh District Council from April 2015 onwards, together with a range of other plans including 

the Community Plan.  We are very keen to hear your views of the Black, Minority Ethnic or Travelling Communities on their 

needs, how well their voices are heard and how they would like to work with Council and other service providers in the 

future.  We are keen to hear from those government bodies or voluntary groups who provide services to or represent the BME 

and travelling communities and how services could be improved.  We are also consulting with elected members, the business 

community, farmers as employers or service providers and individuals.  Please email Blu Zebra to book a place at one of the 

meetings in Fermanagh or Omagh area to bruce@bluzebra.co.uk or call 028 90667772.  We look forward to hearing from 

you at the events.    

 

 

Irish Language Classes - The Intec Centre, East Bridge Street, Enniskillen on Thursday nights from 7.30 pm - 

9.30 pm.   

ESOL Classes - The Intec Centre, Enniskillen, Thursday nights from 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm. This class is open to 

speakers of all languages who wish to learn English.  Free of Charge.  For further information on either the Irish or ESOL 

classes please contact Fiona Crudden on 028 66325050 or email fiona.crudden@fermanagh.gov.uk. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS  
 

 

The National Autistic Society Fermanagh/West Enniskillen Branch – Are holding a quiz 

night in JT Ryans on Friday 7 November 2014 at 8.30 pm. Further information available from Orla Humphreys, Branch 

Manager on 078 24596345, email orlahumphreys@yahoo.co.uk. 
 

 

 

St Patrick Is Going To The Movies - Since the 17 March 2014, the cross-community, inter county voluntary 

team that make up Project St Patrick has been working hard behind the scenes to bring an even bigger and better festival to 

the county town for 2015.  As we are not in receipt of guaranteed yearly funding, we have organised some events to help you, 

help us put on a good show for you all and keep it free for everyone's enjoyment. Your support is gratefully received. Visit 

our facebook page ProjectStPatrick for updates/additions or to find out how you can get involved. 

 Pub Quiz, Molly’s in Irvinestown, Thursday 13 November at 9.00 pm. 

 Pub Quiz, Enniskillen Gaels Club, Friday 21 November at 9.30 pm. 

 Pub Quiz, Crowe's Nest Enniskillen, Thursday 27 November at 9.00 pm. 

 Tesco Bag Pack, Saturday 15 November from 12.00 pm – 6.00 pm. 

 

This year has been a great year for seeing Northern Ireland on the world's Film and TV stage and in celebration of this our 

theme for next year is Movie Magic.  We are writing out to schools, clubs, businesses and organisations with ways in which 

they can get involved and are planning another record breaker attempt so it'll be really simple for the kids to participate in the 

main parade. We hope to see you there! 

 

 

Big Lottery Fund – Consultation On Funding For Young People’s Programme - Big 

Lottery Fund NI is consulting on a future funding programme concerning young people. The Reaching Out: Empowering 

Young People programme invested in over 60 projects that are helping young people across Northern Ireland gain the skills 

they need to change their lives.  They have invested over £28m to date.  Big Lottery Fund NI have been having discussions 

with stakeholders as they shape plans for a new young people’s programme, which they plan to open for applications in early 

2015.  As regards the new programme BIG are proposing that it will have a budget of £40m over 6 years, with grant sizes 

ranging from £100,000 to £600,000.  They have identified a number of areas that funding would have the greatest positive  

impact on young people’s lives and complement the support that is already available.  BIG believe that this funding should 

support projects that target their work on certain groups of young people across the age range 8-25 i.e.young people with a 

learning disability, young carers and young people who are not in employment, education or training. 

 

BIG want to put young people and those who work with them at the centre of their thinking – which is why they want to hear 

opinions on their proposals. To share your views, please email enquiries.ni@biglotteryfund.org.uk.  The deadline for 

submissions is Wednesday 19 November 2014.  www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/about-big/countries/about-northern-

ireland/investment-in-young-people. 

 

 

 

Planning How To Evidence Your Impact - First Masterclass Event in Enniskillen.  Can you demonstrate 

the difference your organisation is making?  Can you provide the evidence to funders and beneficiaries that what your staff 

and volunteers are doing really matters.  Volunteer Now Enterprises Ltd are pleased to announce a free masterclass that will 

help you to put impact practice at the heart of what you do and help you plan effectively in order to gather the evidence you 

need to demonstrate the difference you make.  The Masterclass is funded through the Inspiring Impact NI Programme – a 

Building Change Trust initiative which will support voluntary, community and social enterprise organisations and their 

funders to better understand and embrace impact practice.  This interactive and practical masterclass will introduce you to the 

tools, techniques and resources available through the Inspiring Impact Programme, being used across the UK.  As an optional 

extra, Volunteer Now Enterprises Ltd will also provide mentoring support to a number of organisations that wish to 

implement their learning from the event.  The event will take place from 10.00 am – 4.00 pm on Friday 21 November in 

Enniskillen Library.  To book go to Volunteer Now website www.volunteernow.co.uk. 

 
 

 

Positive Futures - Supports children and adults with a learning disability, acquired brain injury and autistic spectrum 

condition to live ordinary lives.  We are hosting an information workshop about our supported living and adult placement 

services provided in the Fermanagh area.  This will be a great opportunity to learn about the support options available for 

your loved ones.  You will hear from some of the people we support about their experiences of our services.  This session will 

be attended by Brian O'Kane, Assistant Director of Regional Services, Supporting People, NIHE who will be happy to 

explore issues and take your questions.  The event will take place on Wednesday 26 November 2014 from 11.00 am -    

2.00 pm, venue to be confirmed.  Tea, coffee and lunch will be provided.  You are welcome to bring your loved one to this 

session.  Please contact Kerry Alexander on 028 91475720 to register your interest in this event 
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Community Planning - Statutory Partners Consultation - Environment Minister Mark H Durkan 

has launched a consultation to determine which organisations should be community planning statutory partners.  Under Local 

Government Reform, councils will have a new duty of Community Planning from 1 April 2015. This involves bringing 

together all the services and functions that are delivered in a council area and producing a plan that sets out the future 

direction of that area. The purpose is to improve service delivery for the benefit of citizens.  Northern Ireland’s 11 new 

councils will lead the process and whilst a wide number of businesses, voluntary organisations, community and other groups 

will all make vital contributions to Community Planning, it is beneficial that a number of key public sector organisations are 

required to participate.  Minister Durkan said: “Community Planning will help us work together to improve the social, 

economic and environmental well being of our council areas.  It’s all about partnership working and best using the available 

resources to make a positive difference to people’s lives.  This consultation will ensure that we have the right organisations 

around the table so that community planning can start in earnest next April.”  The consultation will close on 12 December 

2014.  The document is available to view and respond to online at www.doeni.gov.uk/local_government_consultations.  

Hard copies and copies in alternative formats are available on request by phoning 028 90512629. 

 
 

 

Courses At The Aisling Centre  

Mindfulness Meditation – This programme is very valuable for anyone living with stress, anxiety, pain or illness. 

Mindfulness is about living in the present rather than dwelling on the past which can lead to a sense of regret and depression 

or worry and anxiety about the future.  All Mindfulness programmes are facilitated by Mary Conway.  Monthly drop-in/taster 

sessions on Tuesday 25 November and Tuesday 16 December, 7.30 pm – 9.00 pm. No booking required.  Voluntary 

donation. 

 

The Invitation of Winter - Winter is often a season we dread, the long nights and short days.  Let us discover together the 

gifts this season offers us.  We will look at our memories and associations with this time of year.  We will learn how to 

balance our bodies with particular reference to areas of our bodies and spirits that come under stress during this season. 

Tuesday 4 November 2014, 10.30 am – 1.00 pm.  Facilitator Marie Evans.  Cost £10.00 per workshop. 

 

There are a number of other groups meeting in the Aisling Centre including: 

 SWEDES - South West Enabling Deaf Encouraging Sign - A social network for deaf, hard of hearing, signing & 

hearing individuals.  Meets monthly on the second Tuesday of the month from 7.00 pm – 9.00 pm. Everyone 

welcome.  For further information contact Joan on 028 66325811.  

 Escapists – Carers Support Group – Meets weekly on Wednesdays from 10.30am – 1.00 pm. For further 

information contact Clare on 078 30117766. 

 Fermanagh Bereaved Parents Support Group – Meet on the 3rd Monday of each month from 7.30 pm –       

9.30 pm.  For further information contact Margaret on 077 99390798.  

 Aware – Meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7.30 pm.  For further information please contact       

0845 1202961. 

 ADHD Support Group – Meets on the 1st Tuesday of the month from 7.00 pm – 8.30 pm.  For further 

information contact Emma or Niall on 077 24916770. 

 

 

 

Everyone Can Sing! - The Together One Voice Community Choir has received funding to hold ‘Singing for 

Beginners’ workshops in Enniskillen and Omagh.  It is true that 'If you can speak you can sing', and we not only sing, but 

have a great deal of fun along the way.  These classes will enable participants to re-discover their voice and how to use and 

access it safely, using physical and vocal warm-ups and exercises, using the Natural Voice Technique.  Participants will learn 

to sing in harmony with others.  No-one has to sing on their own, although there will be opportunities for people to sing 

individually, if they wish to do so.  Songs are taught by ear, and there is no need to be able to read music.  The physical and 

mental health benefits of singing with others are well documented, and improvements in memory, co-ordination, 

confidence, breathing and well-being are just some of the things that members of Together One Voice have attested to. 

These free classes are for all ages and abilities.  If you run a group or are part of a group that would be interested in holding a 

6 week beginners class please get in touch with Valerie Whitworth by email at valwhitworth@btinternet.com.  

 

 

 

The National Autistic Society Fermanagh/West Enniskillen Branch – You are warmly 

invited to group meetings for parents/carers of children and adults on the Autistic and Asperagers spectrum, also ASD and 

High Functioning Autism.  Meetings take place in our new premises, 11 Darling Street, Enniskillen on the 3rd Wednesday of 

every month from 8.00 pm – 10.00 pm approximately.  These meetings offer advice and family support, events and 

activities for children and adults.  Everyone welcome.  Further information available from Orla Humphreys, Branch 

Manager on 078 24596345, email orlahumphreys@yahoo.co.uk or on the facebook page Fermanagh National Autistic 

Society, Autism Support Fermanagh NAS or email westenniskillen@nas.org.uk. 
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Regulator Issues Stark Warning For Charities Applying To Register - Northern Ireland’s 

charity regulator has urged organisations applying for charity registration to use the registration support available – or risk 

having their application rejected.   

 

Frances McCandless, Commission Chief Executive, explained: “So far we have called forward over 3,000 charities for 

registration, with charities being added to the public register of charities on our website every week as a result.  We have 

found that charities using our free registration guidance to prepare in advance are submitting better registration applications 

than those who don’t, making the process quicker and easier for the charity and the Commission.  Registration should not be 

a daunting process for any charity but it’s vital that charities understand the requirements of charity law, particularly around 

the concepts of public benefit and charitable purposes.  Our guidance is there to help charities understand what they are 

required to do to register, how they demonstrate that they are charitable in law and to prepare their applications before they 

begin.  Charity trustees are legally obliged to apply to register with the Commission and it is essential trustees take that 

requirement seriously, taking the steps they need to successfully register as a charity.  While we would prefer to have 

charities register with us, ultimately the trustees of charities that do not apply for registration could find themselves facing 

High Court action.” 

 

The Commission’s online support, available on www.charitycommissionni.org.uk, includes: 

 Registration and public benefit guidance. 

 A purposes and public benefit toolkit. 

 An online registration tutorial. 

 Document and information checklists. 

 

In addition, the Commission invites every charity called forward for registration to a workshop where they receive an 

overview of the registration application and gain a deeper understanding of public benefit and charitable purposes.  Charity 

registration is compulsory, regardless of an organisation’s size, activities or whether or not they are already registered with 

HMRC for charitable tax status. 

 

For more information please contact Shirley Kernan, Charity Commission for Northern Ireland Communications 

Officer, on 028 38320169 or 078 27338978 or email shirley.kernan@charitycommissionni.org.uk.   

 

 

 

Free Seed Kits - Grow Wild are sharing thousands of free seed kits so communities can transform their local spaces 

into beautiful, inspiring and colourful wild flower havens.  Grow Wild are part of one of the UK’s biggest-ever seed sowing 

campaigns and help to create over one million square metres of wild flowers in spring 2015.  Register today to receive wild 

flower seeds native to your country for you to share with people in your group or community during springtime.  There are 

120,000 free kits up for grabs across the UK and all you need to do to register on behalf of your group/s is fill in Grow Wild’s 

simple 2 minute form on the Grow Wild website www.growwilduk.com. Registration closes at midnight on 14 February 

2015 and the kits will be sent out in late March, just in time for spring sowing.  Group leaders who received spring 2014 kits 

can register again for the spring 2015 kits. 

 

 

CONFERENCES & EVENTS 
 

 

Respite Workshops -What Do You Think Works Best For Carers? - Carers NI is holding a 

series of workshops to get carers to think creatively about what would work for them in terms of respite/short breaks. 

Health and Social Care Trusts know that they could do better in providing short breaks or respite for carers and we want to 

make sure that carers’ ideas reach the decision makers.  Has something particularly worked for you in terms of getting a short 

break? How can we make things better where you live? 

  

Your local event is in Fermanagh House, Enniskillen on Thursday 20 November at 10.30 am to 12.30 pm. Registration is 

essential and places will be allocated on a first come first serve basis. This event is open to all carers and is free to attend.  To 

register a place please contact Claire Phillips at claire.phillips@carersni.org or 028 90439843. 

 

 

 

The Millennium Babes - Are having a night of music, dance and craic for Enniskilleners in the Ceili House, Ely 

lodge on Saturday 22 November 2014.  There will be a free bus to the event.  Food will also be served, £10.00 per head.  

Ticket only, please contact Mary on 077 47727042 or 028 66325059 for more information. 
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Music for St Cecilia’s Day – Saturday 22 November 2014 at 8.00 pm in St Macartin’s Cathedral, 

Enniskillen.  The night will feature Sligo Concert Band and Fermanagh Choral Society conducted by Donald Swain and St 

Michael’s Parish Choir conducted by Paul Flynn.  Organ - William McBride.  Free admission, donations accepted for St 

Macartin’s and St Michael’s Organ Repair Fund. 

 

 

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

Free Library Courses Go On IT & Internet Sessions – Go ON is an exciting support/training 

programme for people who want to find out more about technology and computers in a relaxed environment at their own pace.  

These computer courses are held in local libraries with experienced staff on hand to help.  Go ON allows people to enhance their 

computer skills by offering help to do lots of everyday tasks on the computer.  Go ON sessions are free but you must be a library 

member to participate.  Library membership is free for everyone.  To join all you need to do is bring a form of identity with proof 

of address.  Go ON sessions will take place in the following libraries: 

 Enniskillen – Your Health Online, Wednesday 5 November 2014, 10.30 am – 12.30 pm.  Contact 028 66322886. 

 Irvinestown – An Introduction to iPad iMovie, Friday 5 December 2014, 11.00 am – 1.00 pm.  Contact               

028 68621383. 

 Lisnaskea – Shopping Online, Tuesday 9 December 2014, 11.00 am – 1.00 pm.  Contact 028 67721222. 

 

For details of a library near you, contact the Customer Support Line on 028 37520738 (Monday – Friday, 9.00 am – 5.00 pm) 

or go to the Libraries NI website www.librariesni.org.uk. 

 

 

 

Fermanagh Women's Network Paediatric First Aid - One Day Beginner Course, Wednesday 12 

November 2014, 9.00 am to 5.00 pm, venue TBC (Enniskillen based).  The course costs £3.00 for training, accreditation, 

lunch and refreshments.  Please contact Carrie at fwnoffice@yahoo.co.uk to reserve a place as spaces are limited.  Ideal for 

parents, carers, siblings, playgroup leaders, and open to women of all abilities and backgrounds aged 16+. 

 

 

 

Asist Training – A 2 day, skills-building workshop that prepares caregivers of all kinds to provide suicide first aid 

interventions.  Professionals, volunteers and informal helpers all need to know how to help persons with thoughts of suicide 

in ways that increase their suicide safety.  Participants must be aged 16+.  Wednesday 12 & Thursday 13 November 2014, 

the Aisling Centre, Enniskillen. 

 

SafeTALK – A 3 ½ hour seminar that raises general awareness on how to prevent suicide in our community.  The 

seminar equips participants with the skills to recongise a person with thoughts of suicide, to engage them and then connect 

them with an organisation or individual who can intervene to help keep them safe.  Wednesday 3 December at the Aisling 

Centre, Enniskillen. 
 

To register for either of the above courses please contact the Health Improvement Department on 028 71865127. 

 

 
 

Mental Health First Aid Training – Monday 17 November and Monday 24 November from 9.30 am – 

4.30 pm in Lisnaskea Family Resource Centre, LITE House, Cross Street, Lisnaskea.  If you would like further 

information or to book a place please call the Oak Healthy Living Centre on 028 67723843. 

 

 

New Drugs In Our Community What We Need To Know? – Thursday 4 December in the 

South West Acute Hospital, Enniskillen.  This course increases the participant’s awareness of new drugs (and those 

formerly called ‘Legal Highs’) available in our communities as well as the exploration of the harms, risks and our perceptions 

of them. The course also identifies patterns and factors affecting drug harm and looks at the development of strategies 

responding to drug incidents.  The course lasts one day and is free to all practioners/community workers with an interest in 

this area.  If you would like to book a place on this course please contact our main office on 028 71865236 or email 

da.tp@westerntrust.hscni.net no later than Friday 7 November 2014. 
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FUNDING OPPORTUNTIES 
 

 

BCCP Level 2 Funding Available – The Community Development and Health Network (CDHN) has opened 

a new round of funding through their Building the Community-Pharmacy Partnership (BCPP) programme.  New community-

pharmacy partnerships are currently being sought throughout Northern Ireland and CDHN continue to support community-

pharmacy partnerships previously involved in BCPP.  The BCPP programme promotes and supports local communities to 

work in partnership with community pharmacists to address local health and social wellbeing needs using a community 

development approach. 

 Level 2 funding is for those who have a clear vision of what the project wants to achieve.  It consists of a maximum 

of £10,000 for a project that can last up to 2 years. 

 Level 3 funding is available to those who have completed several Level 2 projects. 

 

The closing date for Level 2 and Level 3 funding is Thursday 13 November 2014.  CDHN offer support in development 

your partnership, ideas and application.  Application packs can be downloaded from www.cdhn.org/bcpp.  For further 

information call 028 30264606. 

 

 

 

Ulster Scots Broadcast Fund - Northern Ireland Screen has announced a second call in 2014/15 (12th call  

overall) for the Ulster-Scots Broadcast Fund (USBF).  The USBF will provide finance for the production of film, television or 

other moving image projects relating to the Ulster-Scots heritage, culture and language in Northern Ireland. Applications for 

television programmes will require a letter of support from a broadcaster. 

 

The aim of the Ulster-Scots Broadcast Fund is to ensure that the heritage, culture and language of Ulster-Scots are expressed 

through moving image.  Priority will be given to projects that have ambition, scale and editorial depth.  

 

In heritage, culture and history programming, advisers and on screen experts should not be limited to political historians but 

should also include social and community historians. There is flexibility in relation to funding ratios where projects have a 

relevance to the Ulster-Scots Broadcast Fund but the subject matter requires a broader focus that would preclude the 

Committee from funding at the maximum 75%. 

 

NI Screen strongly recommends that potential applicants engage with consultants who can provide the level of  

understanding of Ulster-Scots themes that will be required.  Northern Ireland Screen may be able to guide potential  

applicants towards a number of suitable consultants if required.  Please note that the funding of television programmes by the 

Ulster-Scots Broadcast Fund is dependent on a broadcaster having indicated that it wishes to broadcast the programme  

proposed.  Guidelines and Priority documents are all available to download in the ‘media and downloads’ section of Northern 

Ireland Screen’s website www.northernirelandscreen.co.uk.  In order to access the online application form please contact 

Suzanne Harrison at Suzanne@northernirelandscreen.co.uk or phone 028 90232444.  The closing date for the call is 

5.00 pm on Monday 17 November 2014. 
 

 

 

BBC Children In Need Grants - BBC Children in Need’s vision is that every child in the UK has a safe, happy 

and secure childhood and the chance to reach their potential.  BBC Children in Need's Main Grants programme is open to 

charities and not-for-profits.  Grants are awarded for children and young people of 18 years and under experiencing 

disadvantage through: 

 Illness, distress, abuse or neglect. 

 Any kind of disability. 

 Behavioural or psychological difficulties. 

 Living in poverty or situations of deprivation. 

 

BBC Children in Need award 2 sizes of grants: 

 Small Grants - For grants of up to £10,000 in one year.  A short application form focuses on the differences made to 

the lives of disadvantaged children and young people. There are 5 decision points in the year, with applications 

received by 1st April, June, September, December and February hearing the outcome in early June, August, 

November, February and April. 

 Main grants (over £10,000 for up to 3 years), have a 2 stage application process. An initial application eliminates 

those with low prospects of success at an early stage, with those who are successful invited to make a full 

application. There are 3 decision points in the year, with applications received by 15 May, 15 September and 15 

January being decided by mid-October, February and June respectively. 

 

The next relevant deadline is Wednesday 15 January 2015 for the Main Grants Scheme and for Small Grants,                

1 December 2014.  For more information go to the website www.bbc.co.uk/programmes or contact the local office on  

028 90338221. 
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