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Community Support News – March 2015 
 

The Community Support Newsletter is published on a monthly basis.  If you wish to receive a copy or 

place an article in the Newsletter please contact Nuala Quinn on 028 66325050 or email 

nuala.quinn@fermanagh.gov.uk 
 

FERMANAGH DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS & EVENTS 
 

 

Danderball Programme Launched - Fermanagh District Council, in partnership with the Public Health 

Agency (PHA), has organised a Danderball programme, aimed at retired football enthusiasts.  Danderball, which is a new 

walking football craze is a social and fitness initiative for those aged 50 and over.  The sessions will take place at the 

Bawnacre Centre, Irvinestown on Tuesdays 10, 24 and 31 March 2015 and Castle Park Leisure Centre, Lisnaskea on 

Thursdays 5, 12 and 19 March 2015 from 6.30 pm until 7.30 pm.  Please note registration is essential.  For further 

information regarding the Danderball sessions, please contact Chris Elliott, Fermanagh District Council on 028 66325050 

or email chris.elliott@fermanagh.gov.uk. 

 

 

 

Townlands And Place-Names in Fermanagh - A lecture on the derivations of  place names in 

Fermanagh, Intec Centre, Enniskillen, Tuesday 10 March 2015 at 7.30 pm, by Dr K Muhr of the Ulster Place Name 

Society and contributor to both the Northern Ireland Place-Name Project and Archaeological Survey of Fermanagh.  For 

further information please contact Fiona Crudden on 028 66325050 or email fiona.crudden@fermanagh.gov.uk.  This 

project has received support from the Community Relations Unit OFMDFM. 

 

 

 

Handling Life’s Conflicts - As part of Fermanagh District Council’s Good Relations Programme, we will be 

running the Handling Life’s Conflicts course.  This course will be held over 3 Wednesdays on 11, 18 and 25 March 2015 

from 9.30 am – 4.30 pm in the Ardhowen Theatre, Enniskillen.  Lunch will be provided.  Handling Life’s Conflicts is an 

OCN accredited Course at Level 3.  Booking is essential.  For further information or to book your place please contact the 

Good Relations Officer, Tommy McLaughlin on 028 66325050 or email tommy.mclaughlin@fermanagh.gov.uk. 

This project has received support from the Community Relations Unit OFMDFM. 

 

 

 

Spring Outdoor Activity Day - A Spring Outdoor Activity Day has been organised on Saturday 14 March 

2015 to encourage families to get active in the great outdoors.  The organisers Fermanagh District Council, in partnership 

with Waterways Ireland, the National Trust, Fermanagh Ramblers and Hill Walking Club, Erne Paddlers and Erne Anglers, 

have all come together to provide enjoyable activities with qualified leaders to help people enjoy hill-walking, canoeing, 

angling and cycling. 
 

 The Fermanagh Ramblers and Hill Walking Club will facilitate an advanced walk taking in Cuilcagh Mountain, as 

well as an intermediate walk within the Gortalughany area.  There will also be a family walk within the Marble Arch 

Caves Global Geopark Nature Reserve. 
 

 Canoeing and angling activities will be delivered by members of the Erne Paddlers and Erne Anglers respectively at 

the Fermanagh Lakeland Forum.  In addition, a family cycle, starting out at the Ardhowen Theatre in Enniskillen, 

which will be led by qualified instructors, will proceed through the picturesque National Trust, Castle Coole Estate. 
 

Registration is essential, with places allocated on a first come, first served basis.  For further information please contact  

Chris Elliott at Fermanagh District Council on 028 66325050 or visit www.fermanagh.gov.uk/getactive. 
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Comhaltas Ceoltóirí na hÉireann in association with Fermanagh District Council, 

Sunday 22 March 2015, Fermanagh House, Enniskillen  Registration from 1.30 pm – 2.00 pm.  Workshops from 2.00 pm 

– 5.00 pm with a short concert afterwards.  Workshop tutors are: 

 Sean Nós dance - Deirdre Kerins & Claire Tansey  (Leitrim/Sligo). 

 Button Accordian - Darren Breslin (Fermanagh). 

 Bodhran - Junior Davey (Sligo). 

 Fiddle - Lydia Warnock (Donegal). 

 Whistle - John Wynne (Roscommon). 

 Singing (in Irish and English)/Lilting - Caoimhe Kearins (Sligo). 

 

Booking is advisable as places are limited, please contact Gary on 079 86179411 or Bernie on 028 68659081. 
 

 

 

Community Safety Wardens Are On Patrol - Fermanagh’s Policing and Community Safety Partnership 

(PCSP) is implementing a new Community Safety Warden Programme in Fermanagh, funded jointly with the Housing 

Executive.  The project will run initially for 8 weeks, with 2 Community Safety Wardens employed to pursue issues such as 

low-level anti-social behaviour, criminal damage, dog fouling and littering.  The wardens are carrying out high visibility 

patrols in previously identified ‘hot spot’ areas working closely with the local community to build knowledge.  They will 

identify the particular needs for the community and pinpoint other areas which may be at risk of anti-social behaviour and  

low-level crime.  Using the latest technology daily reports and referrals will be made to the partnering agencies to support a 

swift response.  The Community Safety Wardens, who started their patrols on Wednesday, 4 February 2015, are undertaking 

other roles including: 

 Providing a high standard of assistance to the public, especially visitors.  

 Providing a point of contact to the business community in order to assist with any problems they may be 

experiencing. 

 

Thus far the Wardens have proved to be very successful in their deployment throughout the county.  They have reported 

illegal litter dumping, dog fouling, administered first aid, as well as assisting the PSNI keep Enniskillen safe in the 

evening/night.  For more information on the Community Safety Wardens Pilot Programme, please contact the PCSP 

Development Officer by phone on 028 66325050 ext. 21178 or by email at pcsp@fermanagh.gov.uk. 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

Save our Magnificent Meadows! - Ulster Wildlife is pleased to announce the upcoming March schedule, 

featuring sessions in both Enniskillen and Garrison.  For anyone who has a passion for making a difference by helping save 

some of our most cherished landscapes, this is your chance to get involved.  

 

At 10.30 am on Wednesday 4 and 11 March 2015 there will be habitat management sessions on the Monastery Meadows in 

the centre of Enniskillen. The meadows directly behind the fountain require the removal and stacking of encroaching scrub,  

ready for burning and the cutting and removal of rank vegetation.  In preparation for innovative restoration techniques, the 

sward has to be cleared and hay meadow conditions created.  Giles will be on hand to discuss the project and we will meet  

outside the Clinton Centre at 10.30 am.  There will be food and a hot drink available to warm us up at lunchtime.  Please 

contact Giles at giles.knight@ulsterwildlife or ring 077 03673220 for more information and other options. Equipment and 

safety gear will be provided and these events will provide a great natural heritage learning opportunity.  Stay until 3.30 pm if  

you can, or come for a couple of hours to find out just what we are up to! 

 

At 10.30 am on Wednesday 18 March 2015 the Save our Magnificent Meadows team will move back to Garrison Meadows 

to complete the installation of a pathway through the field below the chapel.  Meeting and parking at the old  

community hall, you will see the path on arrival, and again, ring Giles on 077 03673220 if you need to know more.  

Depending on the weather, we may also be burning some of the scrub, previously removed with the help of The Conservation 

Volunteers.  

 

The Save our Magnificent Meadows Project is the UK’s largest partnership project, led by Plantlife and primarily funded by 

Heritage Lottery Fund, to help transform the fortunes of our vanishing wildflower meadows, grasslands and wildlife. Ulster  

Wildlife is leading the project in Northern Ireland by working with a range of local partners to help protect and restore 

wildflower meadows in Fermanagh and Tyrone, with support from Northern Ireland Environment Agency.  
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A Voice For Those Bereaved By Suicide In Northern Ireland – Invitation for those affected by 

Suicide to have their say.  Would you like to see:  

 Mandatory appropriate training for all Emergency Department frontline staff working with people who present in 

crisis?  

 A safe supportive environment in Emergency Departments that minimises distress for people who present due to 

self-harm or suicide ideation?  

 Standardised appropriate support for families and individuals bereaved by suicide across Northern Ireland? 

 

If so join us at our Development Day to help lobby for changes to Suicide Support Services.  Saturday 14 March 2015, 

Europa Hotel, Belfast from 9.45 am – 4.00 pm (followed by an introduction to mindfulness).  Limited places available –  

RSVP: familiesvoicesforum@gmail.com / 028 71383386.  Refreshments provided.  

 

 

 

It's A Kinda Magic - The small team of cross-community voluteers behind Project St Patrick have revealed their 

new record breaking idea for 2015.  Tipping their hat to this year's Movie Magic theme, a giant film reel has been constructed 

and will snake its way along the parade route much like the 2013 attempt.  Children are once again been offered the 

opportunity to actively take part and help guide the reel along and are asked to come dressed as their number one movie 

character to add to the festival atmosphere.  Please get in touch as soon as possible if your school or organisation wishes to 

take part. 

 

Welcoming back firm favourites, Ardglass Vikings will entertain you during the Family Fun Day as well as musical 

entertainment and of course the ever popular water based performances (construction work permitting).  All the usual 

activities such as Bouncy Castles and Face Painting will be on offer free of charge to everyone thanks to the generous 

donations of the Fermanagh Business Community.  The family day takes place from 1.30 pm - 3.30 pm at the 

Broadmeadow and following the arrival of St Patrick by the recently and locally constructed 33ft currach, the parade will 

make its way around and through the island town from 3.30 pm.  Entertainment will also be provided for those arriving early 

to book the top spectator spots throughout the parade route. 

 

Please be advised that due to current construction work and for health and safety reasons there will be NO parking at the 

Lakeland Forum and visitors are asked to make use of one of the many ‘5 hours for £1.00’ parking in order to alleviate traffic 

congestion in the immediate area.  

 

The opening of the 2015 Festival and Fun Day will be officially marked on St Patrick's eve with a concert given by our 

Scottish friends, The Forth Bridges Accordion Band.  They will perform from 8.00 pm at the Fermanagh Unionist Hall 

with special guests Derryclavin Pipe Band and Erne Highland Dancers.  Tickets available in advance (£5.00) or on the door 

(£7.00). 

 

If you would like further information, to take part in the parade, enter a float or make a donation please 

email info@projectstpatrick.com.  

 

 

 

Free Charity Information Event – Want to learn more about how to register as a charity, the benefits and also 

the process required?   Pop along to the information and networking event that the Western Social Enterprise Hub is hosting.  

The event will take place at the Clinton Centre, Enniskillen on Thursday 26 March 2015 starting at 11.00 am.  The 

keynote speaker will be Phil Nicholls who is a very experienced consultant in charity registration.  Places will limited so to 

book your place please contact Jill Stronge on 028 82249494 or email jill.stronge@omaghenterprise.co.uk.  This project 

is funded by the Northern Ireland Executive’s Delivering Social Change fund.    

 

 

Fermanagh Writers – A workshop will take place on Saturday 28 March 2015 from 10.00 am – 5.00 pm in 

Fermanagh House, Enniskillen.  To book a place please contact Diane Trimble at trimbell@yahoo.co.uk or phone                 

028 66343900. 

 

 

 

Call For Volunteers - Men's Action Network are looking for volunteers.  We are based in Belmore House, Darling 

Street, Enniskillen and offer support and counselling to men from age 14 and up.  Volunteers are required to help us with 

supporting clients and fundraising.  Training for the roles will be provided.  For further information please contact Sharon 

Ferguson, Men’s Action Network on 078 89537692. 
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Antenatal Nurturing Programme – The Old Courthouse, Newtownbutler from 16 April – 11 June 2015,     

7.00 pm – 9.00 pm each week.  The Antenatal Nurturing programme is a fabulous 9 week programme for mums and dads to 

be.  It is ideal for those who are 20 plus weeks pregnant.  The programme offers a range of benefits over the 9 weeks, some of 

these are: 

 Meeting other mums and dads to be. 

 Learning about my baby’s development in the womb. 

 Knowledge of the developing brain. 

 Hospital bag – what do I pack? 

 Feeding options. 

 

For more information or to book a place on the programme please contact Mary or Patricia at Cherish Surestart on       

028 67738063. 

 

 

 

The Happy Days Beckett Festival - The organisers of The Happy Days Beckett Festival have confirmed that 

A Wilde Weekend will go ahead from Friday 1 to Monday 4 May 2015, the May Day Bank Holiday weekend. A packed 

programme of events featuring theatre, decorative arts, rehearsed readings, music and song, writer’s talks and films is 

inspired by Wilde's rich association with Enniskillen and will take place in venues across Fermanagh. 

 

Celebrated across all art forms, the inaugural festival promises to be a popular hit for everyone and with Wilde's world wide 

popularity, is sure to create a buzz amongst tourists and residents alike.  A teaser of just some of the events to look forward to 

include: 

 Fairytale and Fantasy Film Festival – Special screenings across the weekend at the Ardhowen Theatre. 

 Oscar Wilde At Home – A series of short (1hr) intimately produced performances in Florence Court  House 

including texts from Lady Windemere's Fan and The Importance of Being Earnest.  Audiences will be met and 

welcomed to the house by Oscar, his wife Constance and mother Speranza. 

 De Profondis – Read over 3 nights by Stanley Townsend. 

 Wilde Talks & Discussions – featuring Will Self, Shami Chakarbarti and Booker Prize winner Alan Hollinghurst 

among others. 

 The Unselfish Gardens – A magical mystery tour of special gardens open across the county. 

 A Wilde Wonderland Picnic on Chamomile Hill (Forthill Park). 

 

A festival brochure featuring complete details will be available by the end of March.  There are various and exciting 

opportunities for young and old alike to play a role within the 3 day festival, anyone interested in volunteering should 

email wildevolunteers@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

Spirit of Achievement Arts and Culture Challenge Fund - The Spirit of 2012 Trust has launched 

their Spirit of Achievement Arts and Culture Challenge Fund.  They are looking for funding applications that will create 

opportunities for disabled people of all backgrounds to participate in arts and cultural activities, individually and with their 

families and friends.  They mean arts and cultural activity in the broadest sense and include visual art, craft, writing and 

literature, music, dance and performance arts in the definition. 

 

The Fund is inviting applications for grants between £100,000 and £250,000 over 2 - 3 years from organisations that increase 

disabled people’s participation in cultural activities or the arts.  Their work is UK-wide, but they would like to award one or 

more of these grants to an organisation working in Northern Ireland.  They are looking for projects that: 

 Increase opportunities for disabled people to participate regularly in arts & cultural activities. 

 Provide opportunities for disabled and non-disabled people (particularly families) to participate in activities together. 

 Provide regularly and sustained opportunities for participation (not one off activities). 

 Provide opportunities for disabled and non-disabled people to volunteer together to deliver those activities. 

 Provide disabled and non-disabled volunteers with training and skills that both ensure a high quality volunteering 

experience and boost employability. 

 Address a clearly identified and evidenced need, reflecting current public health priorities and including the views of 

potential beneficiaries. 

 Articulate a clear vision of how the project will impact beyond the life of Spirit’s funding. 

 

For more details on the fund and information on how to apply please visit www.spiritof2012trust.org.uk/challenge-fund. 

The closing date for completed applications is 9.00 am on Monday 20 April 2015. 
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Together One Voice - (TOV) is a long-running community choir with branches in Omagh and Enniskillen.  We 

meet weekly and sometimes join together to sing at community festivals and events.  The physical and mental benefits of 

singing are well documented, and everyone in our choir has a story to tell of how singing has helped them, whether it is after 

bereavement, through life transitions or whilst caring for others.  Our members speak of a stronger sense of community, 

reduced isolation, improved self-esteem, confidence and benefits to mental/physical health.  The choir crosses community 

divides and brings people together - culturally, socially and generationally, creating new connections and relationships.  'If 

you can speak you can sing'; we have a relaxed and informal approach that builds confidence in beginners and experienced 

singers alike.  Grab your chance to discover your natural voice in a safe and welcoming environment, The Aisling Centre, 

Enniskillen for 8 weeks starting on Monday 20 April 2015, 10.30 am – 12.30 pm.  To book your place please contact 

Valerie Whitworth on 075 26534183 or email valwhitworth@btinternet.com.  Courses will continue throughout the year, 

summer and autumn terms.  Please contact Valerie for start times. 

 

 

CONFERENCES/EVENTS 
 

 

Shopmobility, Enniskillen and Arthritis Care - A Charity Fundraising dance will be held on Tuesday 3 

March 2015 in Cavancarragh Hall, Enniskillen in aid of 2 local charities, Shopmobility Enniskillen and Arthritis Care.  

Doors  

open at 8.00 pm and there will be a draw on the night.  Music by Ally Harron and Marian Curry, Gene Stuart, Sean Corrigan, 

The Benn Sisters, Vincent Walmsley and many more.   

 

Arthritis Care acts on behalf of people in Northern Ireland who are affected by arthritis. Providing them, their families and 

friends with support, understanding, information and expertise so they can cope better with the impact of the condition and 

get the most out of life. Many people with arthritis find walking difficult and use the services of Shopmobility Enniskillen.   

 

Shopmobility Enniskillen is a registered charity providing motorised scooters and manual wheelchairs to anyone living in or 

visiting county Fermanagh who has mobility difficulty.  Shopmobility operates from 2 locations in Enniskillen town: the bus 

depot and Erneside Shopping Centre, this ensures as many people as possible receive assistance. For more information call 

Shopmobility on 028 66329965. 

 

 

 

Tús Nua Seachtain na Gaeilge Celebrations  

 Table Quiz, Friday 13 March 2015 in Donagh bar at 9.00 pm approx. Tráth na gCeist Dé hAoine 13 Márta sa 

Bheár Domhnach.   

 Irish night, Friday 27 March 2015 in St Patrick’s Clubhouse, Donagh, JJ Ó Dochartaigh performing during a night 

of music and song.  Oíche Ghaelach Dé hAoine 27 Márta sa Chlubtheach Naomh Pádraig, Domhnach.  Beidh JJ 

Ó Dochartaighi láthair mar aoi speisealta chomh maith le go leor ceoltóirí, amhránaithe agus rinceoirí aitiúla.  Beidh 

tae, caife, ceapairí, srl. le fáil fosta.   

 A Conversation Circle will be starting on Wednesday 4 March 2015 from 9.00 pm until 10.00 pm.  Beidh muid 

ag tosú le Ciorcal Comhrá Dé Céadaoin 4 Márta @ 9.00 in. go dtí a 10.00 in., (Díreach i ndiaidh an ranga 

deireanach), sa bheár beag sa Chlubtheach, Naomh Pádraig, Domhnach.  Ach ón Chéadaoin dár gcionn, beidh an 

Ciorcal Comhrá ag tosú ag 8.00 in. go dtí a 9.00 in. 

  

 

 

NI Hospice Walk – The Spring Walk for Northern Ireland Hospice will take place on Saturday 21 March at      

10.00 am at Castlecoole, Enniskillen.  Register at Snackz Coffee Shop or call Heather on 077 11377338 for more 

information. 

 

 

 

5K Fun Run - Bellanaleck Community Group, 5K Fun Run and Fun Afternoon will take place on Saturday 30 May 

2015 commencing at 11.00 am. 
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

What is the Children and Young Peoples Strategic Partnership Mapping Tool? - To 

support planning, the Children and Young People’s Strategic Partnership (CYPSP) is monitoring information (indicators)  

collected from many different agencies on an on-going basis such as Department of Social Development, Department of 

Education and Department of Health to name a few.  The Mapping Tool shows these indicators visually on a map at 

www.cypsp.org. 

 

This allows us to see in picture format how well children and young people are doing across the different geographical areas 

of Northern Ireland, against the agreed Government high level outcomes. The information is displayed by theme on top of a  

Google map.  The system can also show (map) different types of family support services on top of each indicator.  This 

information helps all of us to understand what is happening for families in our local areas and to plan together to improve  

outcomes. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about the Mapping Tool and how you can format maps for your own local area or 

community come and join us at a free information session, where you can learn how to design these maps which will show 

the outcomes for your children, young people and families.  These maps are very useful when putting forward funding 

proposals and take all the hard work out of finding the right statistics for your own area.  As there will be only 14 spaces at 

each session, booking for this event are essential. 

 

 Session One - Available to Enniskillen Neighbourhood Renewal Groups/Residents.  Tuesday 10 March 2015, 

Fermanagh Training Services (FRCI), Unit 3, 56A Tempo Road, Enniskillen from 10.45 am – 12.30 pm.  

Please contact Kellie Beacom on 028 66325050 or email kellie.beacom@fermanagh.gov.uk. 

 

 Session Two - Kindly Funded By Fermanagh Locality Planning, CYPSP.  Tuesday 10 March 2015, Fermanagh 

Training Services (FRCI), Unit 3, 56A Tempo Road, Enniskillen from 2.00 pm – 3.30 pm.  Please contact 

Priscilla Magee on 028 66324181 or email priscilla.magee@actionforchildren.org.uk. 

 

You will have the opportunity to go online and practice how to create the maps, with help from the CYPSP Information Team 

who will also give you booklets to take away.  The Family Support Database Team will also be present to help you check that 

your organisation or group details are on their webpage – www.familysupportni.gov.uk.  This is a free website where you 

can advertise the local family support which you offer and also upload any training or events you might be running.  This site 

gets 30,000 hits every month. 

 

 
 

Keeping Children Safe: Safeguarding Children And Young People With 

Disabilities – This is a one day certificated training programme that will explore abuse issues, dealing with concerns and 

how to create a safe and inclusive environment.  It is suitable for staff and volunteers who have regular and/or direct contact 

with children and young people with disabilities.  The training will take place on Thursday 14 May 2015 from 10.00 am - 

4.30 pm in Fermanagh House, Broadmeadow Place, Enniskillen.  Cost: £15.00 per person.  For further information or to 

book your place please visit www.volunteernow.co.uk.  

 

 

 

Level 2 Food Safety Course – Wednesday 3 June 2015, Fermanagh House, 9.30 am - 4.30 pm.  To book a 

place please contact academy@henderson-group.com or phone 028 90243334. 

 

 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
 

The Ireland Funds – Small grant (up to £10,000) is opening during March.  The objective of the Small Grants 

Round is to enable as many organisations as possible to fund new and innovative responses to social need.  Online 

applications from 2 – 31 March 2015.  For more information please contact Sandra McDermott or Jordan Campbell at 

the Ireland Funds in Dublin on (01) 6627878, email grantsinfo@irelfunds.org or visit the website 

www.theirelandfunds.org. 
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